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HALF PAST EIGHT

IDEA IS STILL

Scores of Employes Make
Known Their Wishes
Through Coupons

CLERK WANTS TO KNOW

Asks How Many Hours Mn
Gillett Works Each

Day

The conflict of ideas as to which end
of the working day the extra half hour
of Mr Gillett should be added by the
Government is manifest in the continued
increase of replies through the medium
of The Times coupon

Scores of Government clerks have
their desire in this way for

a change In the hour to 830 until 4

Others again favor the present hour
and have taken this opportunity to say

Tho suggestion that heads of depart
ments chango the hour from 845 to 415
has also met the approval of a number
of clerks end others Interested in the
question who believe this change would
prove satisfactory to all

Volume of Replies x

The volume of replies has been most
gratifying as Indicating that those In
terested in the flxlnjr of hours for the
Government working day are finding
The Times coupon an easy and effectiveway In which to record their views Not
only Government employes but rest
dents of tho city in general are taking
advantage of the opportunity

It is urged that no delay be made In
sending In these coupons for the plan
will be continued only long enough to
gain a fair idea as to which hours have
the of the majority behind them
The today will be found on page
3 When filled out It may be left In Tho
Times or sent by mall to the 430
oclock editor Washington Times

Favors 830 to 430
One man who does not sign his name

and so leaves a doubt in ones mind as
to he Is what he tax-
payer his opinion of the change
and Government clerks ln general He
says to 430 oclock as the

day Keep the
at work They are a sot of

vho sot double pay for half work halt
done

who declares he Is a Govern-
ment clerks says he favors 830 until

but 820 anyhow Just what his
Idea is In giving the clerks yet another
half hour is to say but he is
probably one of the devoted slaves of
his Uncle Sam who would rather work
than eat

Clerk Asks Questions
An1 vitally interested

clerk propounds the following

hours per day do the
who stirred up the dl

work
How many days In each year do

they confined to their seats every
minute during the time the House Is in
session

What Is the difference In the salary
of a Congressman and a clerk

Is a Congressman subject to the
whims of some potty chief or supe-
rior

Answer Mr Gillett
Docs Mr Gillett or any other mem-

ber who was instrumental In bringing
about this change have to sit in an
8x10 room with six othor men 300 days
out of the 365

The old question of Anns age never
brought so much perturbation to the
minds of Government dorks as the foro
going interrogatives

Philosophy of Ware
Pension Commissioner Ware has be-

come the philosopher of the 430 situa-
tion and posted this short notice yes-
terday

To my Coworkers In the Portion Bu
ronu
Let us faithfully carry out the 430 or-

der of the department The taxpayer-
on the from to 1

hours a day E F WARE
Commissioner

Sums Up Situation-
In speaking of th new order yester-

day a Government clerk summed up
the situation rather tersely showing
the advantages of the change from 9 to
420 to 830 until 4 He said

In the face of these prosperous times
the Government has virtually reduced

salaries of Its servants 07662 per

Continued on Seoend Page

WEATHER REPORT-

It hi colder In the east Gulf and south
Atlantic States Tennessee and the Ohio
Valley with frost along the Gulf Coast

northern Florida Warmer
in the Missouri and up-

per valleys

northern York and snow will con-
tinue along Friday-

It Mis
Valley and the Ohio

and somewhat colder tonight in
eastern New York
will tomorrow In the lower Mis-
sissippi Valley and oast Gnlf States

TEMPERATURE
m 30

noon 36
1 m 3-

t p m

THE SUN
Sun sets today 000
Sun rises tomorrow 718 a m

TIDE TABLE
High tide today m
High tide am 6 9 n m
Low itdc tomorrow 1239 am 1SH5 pm
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Success Bids Fair to
Crown Times

Fight

AGELIMITTOBEREMOVED-

Only Obstacle Now Is Ap
parent Opposition of

House Committee

Success bids fair to crown the efforts
of The Times to obtain more money for
the Washington public night schools so
that they may remain open until

with those in the day schools It
also probable that the age limit will

be removed
The only obstacle yet to overcome Is

the apparent opposition of the House
committee on Appropriations The
Times has obtained the promises of sev-
eral members of the House and Senate
Committees on District Affairs to ap
prove any reasonable deficiency esti-
mate which the District Commissioners-
see tit to recommend The District

have promised they will ap
prove and urge any such deficiency

which may be referred to them
by the Board of Education and this
morning The Times succeeded In

from Gen H V Boynton presi-
dent of the Board of Education and A
T Stuart superintendent of the pub-
lic schools a statement to the effect
that they will immediately draft such
a bilL

Need of Money Apparent
If the deficiency item is requested by

Superintendent Stuart and approved by
the Board of Education and the Dis-
trict Commissioners it only remains for
the House Appropriation Committee to
look kindly upon the matter and it will
become law That the extra money is
needed has been concerted by all District
officers and Congressmen acquainted
with the situation Two years ago Con
gress allowed 8800 for running expenses
of the night schools and 500

expenses
Last year the Commissioners request-

ed 10000 for running expenses and 1000
for contingent expenses Jajt jCon PtSf-

lproprjatlon to 6000 and 500 The same
done for the Current fiscal year

and consequence the schools will be
compelled to close early next month
unless a deficiency appropriation can be
obtained

Should Limit Be Removed
There is little doubt that the age limitwill be removed In which case at

tendance of these schools will be dou
bled forthwith with no more money to
run them If the age limit is removed
more money will be absolutely neces-
sary

The Commissioners have requested a
total of 11000 for the next fiscal year
but even If this is allowed It will not
enable the schools to remain open until
May or June of this year All those In
terested In the subject agree that a da
fiency bill is most urgent and essential
and should be presented and passed
without further delay

To Be Taken Up Tomorrow
The agitation for the removal of theage limit and the securing from Con

gross of a deficiency appropriation for
keeping open the schools beyond the
limit possible under the present appro
priation will be taken up by the Senate
District Committee at Its regular meet
ing tomorrow Confidence Is expressed
In several quarters that this will mark
the beginning of a successful campaign-
at the Capitol

Quick Approval Probable
The District Committee has received

from the Commissioners a request that
the age limit be removed and In re-
sponse to this letter Senator Galllnger
has sent an Inquiry as to whether this
will not require an extra or deficiency
appropriation This opens the way for
tho Commissioners to make a request
for the extra funds needed and when
such request is received It will In all
probability receive the approval of the
committee

The only stumblingblock in the way
of favorable action s said to be the
same opposition of members of
House as led to the insertion of the
age limit and the reduction of the ap
propriatlon as It stands at present If
members of the House agree to a

appropriation It Is thought the
Senate will promptly approve At any
rate the Senate went on record last
year as In favor of placing no age limit
and of voting the necessary appropria-
tion but in conference the provisions
wore stricken out

Should Come From Board
The position taken by the District

Commissioners Is that the request for
the deficiency appropriation should come
from the Board of Education If this
body makes th request the Commis
stoners will forward it to Senator Gal
linger In response to the latters

of today
In the opinion of those interested In

the night schools a united effort now
to obtain favorable action by the House
subcommittees will result In favorable
action by Congress within a short time

MAKE
OLD APPROPRIATION

Captain McCleary chairman of the
subcommittee on the District of Colum
bia of the House Committee on Appro
priations said today in regard to the
appropriations for night schools that
Ute committee would undoubtedly make
an appropriation as heretofore for night
schools but that there would be no In-

crease unless It shown that there
was urgent

NIGHT SCHOOLS

MAY GET MONEY

FOR LONG TERM
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THE JURY IN THE POSTOFFICE CASESI

Y

j

FKOM LEFT TO HIOIIT
First row W P Cannon Holly L llerrell John F Gerhold Charles E West
Second Bradburn Rooch Abcll David A Wctzell Douglas Markham T E Clements
Third O Berryman John Cocker Carl Peterson r i 4-

Messrs Markham Bcrryman West Bradburn Cannon Herrcll Gerhold Abcll and Clements belong to he regular panel There are
Inconsequence but three new jurors

I au 1

rowClarence
rowW 1

01-

I I
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Court Adjourns in Respect-
to Justice Gould

EVIDENT LINE OF DEFENSE

Trial One of the Most Important Tech
fnical Battles

t United States1 v

No hearing was had today In the post
office trials as court adjourned yoster
day until tomorrow morning at 10

oclock out of respect to Mrs Margaret-
G Gould wife of Justice A M Gould
of the Supreme Court of the District
who was buried this afternoon

It dally becomes more apparent that
the trial will be one of the most Impor-
tant technical battles ever waged In a
United States court Every Inch of
ground is closely contested on both
sides and there Is a running fire of pro
tests and objections Questions of

practice and custom are
arising and each time the

is against the defense an exception-
Is noted

These exceptions will be argued in a
higher court and as the case la

to reach the United States Su
preme Court there Is every probability-
t will prove valuable by obtaining a

definite Judicial ruling upon matters
which are now and have been for many
years taken for granted but have never

tested
No Line on Defense

What the line of defense Is has not yet
appeared fully but enough was brought
out yesterday in cross examination-
to show the attorneys will contend
R J Wynne First Assistant Post-
master General was the man in reality
responsible as the head of the bureau
for any fraud occurring in the divis-
ions under him Then the defense
bent on showing that the orders for
the Croft fasteners signed by
were signed in the course of routine
business and he had no more knowl
edge of the alleged fraud concealed In
thorn than had his superior Mr Wynne

ho also took the order as a matter
of course and give them his signature
without question-

In other words the defendant are try-
Ing to place either above or below or
both the responsibility for the purchase
of the fasteners and leave Machen In
between as a monument of offended vlr
ture the victim of cruel circumstances-
and official methods

That the defense will insist upon the
assertion that some one below Machen
may have been responsible for the or
dering of the goods Is shown by the
questions which have been out to R J
Wynne and his chief clerk J J How
Icy Both have admitted that many let
ters left Machen office initialed in a
handwriting which so closely simulated
his that few could detect the difference
The orders for the fasteners also bear
the initials of tho clerk who drafted the
letter and naked for the supplies The
order If signed by Machen at all was
signed by him in the usual course of
business and probably he did not sign
U the defense will say in which case
some one basely abused his confidence
and he Is on trial for the sins of an

is the defense In regard to the
evidence thus far adduced Nothing butpreliminary evidence to establish the
customs in the
and the duties of the officials has yet
been offered Not aword has bcerr said
about fraud or the Grolt fasteners ex
cept incidentally

The Official
What will itf the line of defense In

regard to tile papers and witnesses
which the Government assorts will show

on Fourth Tape
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DOUBT THE SINCERITY
OFRU3SIAN PLEDGESSt-

ate Departmerftpffic rs Inclined to Believe They Mean
Annexation of Manchuria United States Is to

if the Attempt Is Made

4

J

Pro-

test

t

Is Russia preparing annex
This a which is

receiving much consideration from State
Department officials THroughVeprescn
tatlvfes UnIted

inf powers or in rsovy trights lanchurla in all

Announcement of this of
was sent to some of the

notes Count CassinI did not see
fit to send a note to this effect to the
State Department but stated Russias
purpose In a conference with Secretary
Hay High officials in the State pepart
ront believe Russia is preparing to as-

sume absolute control of Manchuria and
regai Russias assurances to the pow
ers as the last stroke in the severance
of Manchuria from China

America to Protest
Russian officials have Intimated that

the United States Is so mercenary and
commercial that the assurance of opon
ports In Manchuria will prevent this
country from protesting against the dis

of China
State officials this

charge and make it clear that the
of Manchuria by Russia will

not be effected without loud protest
from the United States

This Government has always stood for
the integrity of China and not
Change its attitude In the least

Seeks Neutrality
Official Information has also b en

that Japan through minister
at PeklnTecently notified Prince Chlng
that Japan earnestly desires China

of war between Russia and Japan
to observe strict neutrality thus
limit the area of hostilities the
of powers engaged and the preservation-
of order throughout the Chinese em
plrc

In reply Prince Cheng stated that the
wish of China was identical with that
of the Japanese government

Unmlstakableevldcncc that England la
backing Japan In the resistance to Rus

Gathering of Officers From

States to Consider the Framing
of a Suitable Bill

Reorganization of the naval militia
Is the object of the gathering of
Officers held in today at the
Xw Willard There are twelve States
represented and It is the purpose of
those present all of whom are mem-
bers of tho Naval Military Association-
to frame a bill bring about
an entire reorganization of the

naval forces and also creating an
adequate naval reserve

That association has Government
sanction was shown tho of
Mr Moody the Secretary of Navy
Assistant Mr
non Speaker of the House Representa-
tive of West and Ad-
miral Taylor all of whom made ad
drosses before the saying
the reorganization Of the naval
militia will meet with cooperation

REDUCTION IN SALARY
FOR DIRECTOR OF CENSUS

The House in Committee of tho
Whole today by a of OT to 41

a bill Introduced Representa
tive Cowherd of Missouri to reduce
salon of the Director of the Census

to per annum to
with the salaries of other chiefs

of bureaus the
Commerce and Labor
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elan encroachment has to my
within the past week said a

prominent Washington banker I have
to believe England hat assured

Japan financial assistance In case of
with

supporting Japan
With under control of Rus-

sia dreams of a great market for Eng-
lish goods In the Orient would be at an
end and the foothold England has gain-
ed In China would be futile

Seizes More Ships
Japan has pressed Into transport ser

vice the three steamships of the Oriental
Steamship Company running between
San Francisco and the Far East The
vessels are the Nippon Maru Hongkong
Maru and America Maru All were
built In 1898 and are fast vessels which
have been under Japanese subsidy

Crisis at Hand
TOKYO Jan 14 A high Japanese

government officer today said that In
official circles it Is believed war with
Russia can be ultimately averted He
saidThe Japanese reply to Russia treats
with a number of questions concerning
Korea other than the noutral zone mat-
ter Because of their delicacy I am un
able to disclose their nature but they
are such that concessions can be made
by both sides

If Russia Insists on the neutral zone
negotiations must be broken ort Imme-
diately But Japan has intimated to Rus
sla that she Is ready to recognize Rus-
sian trading concessions In Korea pro-
vided they are entirely without political
significance

The negotiations have now reached a
point where a peaceful or hostile set-
tlement is only a few days off If Rus
sia insists on her neutral demand
war Is inevitable If she abandons It
peace is practically assured We new be-
lieve that Russias will
In conciliatory language and that war
will ultimately averted

House Passes With-
out OppositionChester Pa

Made a Subport of Entry

When the House met today the
resolution granting to the Benjamin
Harrison the
right to erect a to the late
President on Government ground In In-
dianapolis was passed without Oppos-
ition

A bill was passed making Chester Pa
a subport of entry

The House then in committee of the
whole resumed consideration of tht
legislative executive and judicial ap-

propriation bill

WATERTOWN TREASURER
SHORT IN ACCOUNTS

Conn Jan
mer Senator Burton H Mattoon
acQOunjB a town treasurer have
examination developed a shortage of
2369207
Mattoon was in Waterbury

last night on the charge of making
entries in the books of the Water

town Savings Bank of which he Is the
treasurer
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RADICAL CHANGE
NOW THREATENED

IN CIVIL SERVICE
Mr Hepburn May Introduce Bill Doing

Away With the Commission and Its
Methods Cooley Places Blame

THE PROS AND CONS OF THE
FEDERAL CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEMI-

N ITS DEFENSE I

Congressmen are discussing a matter of which they do not know
law The great difficulty in getting the best class of clerks is the
interference of Cooley of Civil Service Commis-
sion

j

AGAINST ITS USEFULNESS
Appointees under the present system are not as able as those for whom

members of Congress stood sponsor Members of Congress out of
selfinterest would not recommend the appointment of utterly incompetent

of the Representatives who are attacking the present
system

I

I

the

CongressmenChairman I

constituentsOne

I

r

¬

Board Not Responsible for
Driftwood Says Com-

missioner

Civil Service Commissioner Cooley in
statements made to The Times this aft
ernoon placed much of the blame for
Inefficiency In the Government service
on the shoulders of Congressmen who
use their influence to get Jobs for their
friends

Mr Cooley also showed that under the
the commission is in no way re

seponslble for the deadwood in the de
partments that It has no power of re
moral and that It dutles end when it
has found the best jWBn lematerial fon
the different places IfPtlujjjIEcsc inen
not chosen for these places it la because
of the influence of Congressmen

Not for Life
After men once in the depart

mehtthey are not there for life

removal and the heads
of departments and chiefs of bureaus
all have the power of removal and
therefore responsible for the Inefficiency
of the service if it exists

There Is not a protest coming to the
commission from any

The protest comes from the
legislative branch of the Government
which under the Constitution has

to do with appointments Congress
la attempting tc usurp functions that do
hot belQng to it It has however a
constitutional right to hold the

branches responsible for results
The details of administration should be

left with the executive departments
where they properly belong

This commission has nothing to do
with patronage We supply the depart
ments with material for employment We
conduct the examinations and certify as
to results The coal heavers son and
the millionaires son sit side by side
and are known only by numbers This
eliminates all political Influences

The great difficulty In getting rid of
Inefficient clerks Is the influence of Con
gressmen If they would let the admin
istrative branches alone all the depart-
ments would be better off As a matter
of observation here in the commission
and Congressmen are here almost every
day we have found out that It is
ordinarily the case that people who get
Congressmen to some to soe us are way
down on tie register and that it is the
poorer class of clerks who try to get
Into the departments in this way

In last years report the commission
answered some of the charges that are
being made now This matter was
brought to the attention of The Times
by former Commissioner Foulke who
was yesterday attacked In the House
The report then said that it has been
urged by the opponents of competitive
examinations that the system pro
moting permanency of tenure tended
to superannuation In the public service
The commission then called attention to
the fact that the civil service law of It-

self provides no permanency of tenure
It was then shown that In 1S63 the per
centago of dorks in the service over
seventy years was almost exactly 2 per-
cent In 1900 it was slightly higher and
two later It has dropped to 197

cent
Burden to Government

The commission then opposed the
civil service perjJon on the ground that
later It would become a burden to the
Government and It bo fol-
lowed by lobby seeking an increase

In providing for tatting taro of
and dismissed clerks the commission

an endowment system which
would take something each month from
the salaries of all which was shown to
be unjust in its burdens on clerks
of different ages

If any system of retirement should be
taking out an annuity policy whon he
decided upon the commission believed it
should be on the basis of the applicant
first entered upon his duties This
should be compulsory throughout the
entire service The Government would
in this case formulate a plan and then
deduct the premiums from the salaries

to be definitely deter-
mined by a commission of exports

The commisison has just finished Its
annual report to the President and It
was signed today It was finished be
fore the agitation began and has not
been changed

It would bo entirely Improper to dis-
cuss the roport but It has not been
changed even by the crossing of a t
said the Commissioner will go to
the President In a few
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Would Fix Length of Service-
at Definite Number

of Years

Civil service as It exists now may un-
dergo some material radical
changes in the next few years If Rep-
resentative Hepburn and those who fol-
low him In the House have their way
Yesterday the House as a Committee
of the Whole voted to strike out the ap
propriatlotf for the payment of the sal
aries of the Civil Service Commissioners-
and their subordinates This I not

to do more than attention
the position of the members of the

House who are opposed to the present
SYstem

the protest of the members of
House yesterday not prove effective

it Is probable a bill will be
by Mr Hepburn to bring about sweep
ing changes In th T service laws
and altogether do with the com-
mission and its niethpd-

sRepreseniatid of Iqrsa was

tern In his speech yesterday He said
he did not wish to be underitooa as

merit in the making of appoint
ments but he thinks thfe system Is
wrong and should be placed on an en-
tirely different basis

Mr Hepburns Idea
As outlined in his speech yesterday

Mr Hepburns remedy is as follows
That all clerks other civil em

ployes of the Government now selected
through the aid of the Civil Service
Commission shall hereafter be appoint-
ed by the head of the department in
which they are to serve tha such ap-
pointment shall be after the applicant
has through a careful examination
shown his fitness to discharge efficient-
ly the duties of the position for which
he applies and shall be for the period
of six months that at the expiration
of said term If such appointee shows
fitness diligence industry Intelligence
Integrity and the other necessary quali
fications he shall be appointed for a

of seven years but shall at any
time be subject to dismissal for causes
other than political by the head of thedepartment who shall be the Judge
of the sufficiency of the cause of dis
missal and who shall certify In his letter of dismissal that the Is
not for reasons that such em
ploye eligible to reappoint
ment

Modifications along this line meet withthe approval of many members They
think that each department should have
control of the appointment of Its clerksand the appointment should be madeupon the recommendation of a member
of Congress The members who voted
with Mr Hepburn yesterday take the
view that they are as honest as
members of the Civil Service Commis-
sion and Its employes and should be asfully trusted In the making of

for appointments
How Scheme Would Work

Mr Hepburn and those who follow
him think about as follows

A member of Congress would not rec
ommend the appointment of x dishonest
or incompetent man Selfinterest and a
desire to appear in n good light before
hIs constituents would prevent such a
move The head under whom a man i-

to work should examine him and
should be under obligations to thutchief and should be under his absolute
control The result would be an esprit
d corps that would enable the chief
to do his work faster and to maintain
better discipline In his office

Fixing the length of service for a
number of years would cause an

employe to be diIscnt and industrious
and would take from him the assurance
that no matter how perfunctorily he dis
charged his duties he would never be
dismissed but could hold on until he
died of old age Dropping a man at
the end of a fixed period of service would

j not place theobstacle In the way of get
I ting rid of ajod material which Is of

fered by the present system
Would Save Their Money

Another effect of the limited service
plan would be that employes knowing
they were apt to be dropped In a fewyears would save their money and
would not have the right to make the
pica of poverty and hardship which is
always offered now when a Government
clerk is drorrcd

Having a limited term of service
would give a double Impetus to any
movement to Improve tho service The
Congressman would be on the alert to
obtain the appointment of n constituent
in the plebe of an incompetent clerk
nna the head at the division or bureau
would have a simple method of setting
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